[bookmark: _GoBack]What is Argument Writing?
Argument writing is…
a formal presentation of evidence that supports a particular claim or position. It requires critical thinking and rhetorical production involving claim, evidence, and warrants that connect the thesis, evidence, and situation within which the argument is being made.

What’s the Difference Between...
	Argument
	vs
	Persuasive

	· presents a position
	
	· presents an opinion

	· considers both sides of issue
	
	· considers one side of issue (e.g. ads, propaganda, etc)

	· supported by textual evidence
	
	· supported by personal experience & knowledge

	· source demonstrates credibility
	
	· sources can be anything

	· appeal to readers’ logic
	
	· appeals to readers’ emotions



5 Building Blocks of an Argument
· Claim = arguable position based in evidence about an issue
· Evidence = support for the claim from primary and secondary sources
· Warrant = connects the evidence and the claim with an explanation
· Counterclaim = addresses potential objections to the claim
· Rebuttal/Refutation = responds to the counterclaim with additional evidence and/or explanation



What are the Expectations 
for CCRS Levels C-E Writing?
Brief Descriptions of CCRS Writing Levels
CCR Level C
Students can write opinion and expository responses that include some information drawn from outside sources (text and/or personal experience). Their responses convey information understandably but at a surface level of skill and/or understanding. Writing is developed with support from others through the writing process to demonstrate correct standard English conventions.

CCR Level D
Students can write argument and expository responses that include information drawn from multiple outside sources (research, text, and/or personal experience). Their responses convey information competently but without sophistication. Writing is developed with some support from others through the writing process to demonstrate correct standard English conventions.

CCR Level E
Students can write argument and expository responses about substantive topics that include information drawn from multiple outside sources (research, primary and secondary sources). Their responses effectively and thoroughly convey information. Writing is developed with little or no support from others through the writing process to demonstrate correct standard English conventions.

