ELA Instructional Task Study | Guiding Questions
Questions 1-8 will help you prepare to answer question 9. 
Please discuss questions with your partner.
Analyze the purpose and demands of the task
1. Is the task explicitly clear in what it is asking the students to do? Is it clear what a completed task should look like? How do you know? 
2. Which ELA standard(s)might be observed in completing the task?  What will they actually learn from doing this work?
3. What prerequisite knowledge do students need to complete the task? 
Analyze the task’s alignment to ELA shifts.
4. Text Complexity: 
· Are the qualities and complexity of any associated texts appropriate for the assignment and level? How do you know?
· Does the task support students in unpacking academic language (vocabulary and syntax) in passages? How do you know?
5. Evidence: Does the assignment require students to provide text-based evidence? How do you know?
6. Knowledge: 
· Does the assignment focus on content-rich texts? How do you know?
· Does the assignment help to build knowledge? How do you know?
*Knowledge—the third key shift in ELA—deals with how students build knowledge through reading, reflecting on, and writing about complex texts around an essential question or line of inquiry. Though it may be difficult to identify this shift in a single task, when thinking about #9, you may want to consider the prerequisite content students need to complete the task and how the task connects to future learning.
Analyze the student work.
7. What are the most frequent and fundamental patterns you can see in the student work samples? Are there common errors or misconceptions?  
8. What do the patterns across multiple student work samples demonstrate about the clarity and alignment of the task (i.e., the directions, scoring guidelines, and supporting materials)?
Redesign and strengthen the task.
Instructional Task & Student Work Reflection
Be sure to justify your determination of alignment AND include ways you would strengthen this task.
9. When looking at task alignment, choose one of the following options:
·  If you determined the task as weakly aligned with the identified CCR standards, how can the task be strengthened? Use the content of the selected standards more than the specifics of the original task to guide the redesign.
·  If the task is already well-aligned but students did not do well, what supportive instructional approaches might help students reach proficiency? (Consider how to reconfigure the task to address common errors and misconceptions.
· If the task is already well aligned with the identified CCR standards and students did well, how might the task be enhanced to further promote active problem-solving, reasoning, and critical thinking? What are additional opportunities to pursue coherence to future learning?
