STELLAR VOCABULARY  IDEAS

August, 2016

These “stellar” (meaning outstanding) ideas for vocabulary instruction were collected from participating MN STAR administrators and teachers during 2009-2012. Note: Some of the contributors’ original wording was reduced or revised for clarity and consistency. 
Scale and Chart
Becki Morrison and Kathy Hansen, Metro North

Knowledge Rating Scale

	Vocabulary Word
	I’ve NEVER

heard this

word before.
	I’ve heard this

word, but I DON’T KNOW what it MEANS.
	I know this word;

it has SOMETHING

TO DO WITH...
	I KNOW the

MEANING of 

this word, and I

can use it.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Quadrant Chart (copy and paste as many charts as needed; insert words and other information)

	Vocabulary Word


	Meaning

	Teacher’s Sentence Example


	My Sentence Example


Word Map (copy and paste as many charts as needed; insert words and other information)
Lori Leininger, Robbinsdale

VOCABULARY WORD MAP #______


Name







	Meaning

	Synonyms

	Vocabulary Word

	Sentence

	Antonyms


Using Color 1
Ruth Steven, Hubbs Center
When you write in color, your brain engages differently and it helps you to remember. Therefore, put out colored pens, pencils, or thin-line markers on the tables or desks for students to use when they are: (1) writing their vocabulary words or (2) making notes on their word charts.

Using Color 2

Marilyn Gjerde, VOA

Use colored 3x5 index cards for vocabulary instruction. Write the new vocabulary word on the front and the definition on the back. Use multi-colored Sharpie pens for writing: wide for the new word and thin-line for the definition. Connect all the words with a metal ring for practice and review.

Words and Pictures

Nancy Johnson, Osseo

After introduction of Tier 2 vocabulary words, have students browse through magazines to find pictures that describe or correspond with the new words. Then have students write sentences de
Real Life

Pam Moriarty, Elk River

Collect magazine or newspaper articles and highlight vocabulary words taught in your STAR reading class. Put them in binder or notebook called “Vocabulary Words in Real Life.” Have the binder available for free reading time or make copies for group oral reading practice.

Dice Game

Lynn Larson, DOC-Rush City

1. After teaching at least 6 vocabulary words, create word dice with a different Tier 2 word on each of 6 sides. 

2. Each student gets a word dice and rolls 3-5 times, writing down the vocabulary word that appears each time.

3. The student creates fill-in-the-blank sentences for each rolled word.

4. The teacher collects the fill-in-the-blanks, selects 1-2 from each student, and creates a crossword puzzle with “clue writers” identified.

5. Students enjoy completing crossword puzzles and recognizing their own clues. If someone gets stuck, they are referred to the clue writer for help.
More Games

Cheryl Molenaar, Litchfield

Make word cards for all new words explained and applied during vocabulary instruction.

Store the vocabulary word cards in a box or envelope.

1.  “I Wonder What?”

· Pairs of students select one word from the box.

· First student uses the selected word to complete the sentence: “I wonder what…”

· Second student uses the same word to answer the “I wonder” question.

2.  “Mime It!”

· One student selects a word from the box.

· He or she acts out the meaning of the word.

· The other students try to guess the word.

3. “Describe It!”

· The teacher selects a word from the box.

· The students describe the word by giving examples, descriptions, or related words.

· For example: Conserve-water, electricity, earth, gas, etc.

4.  “I Would, I Wouldn’t”

· Pairs of students select one word from the box.

· First student uses the word to complete the sentence:  “I would…”

· Second student uses the same word to complete the sentence: “I would not…” or “I 
would never…”

· For example: “I would like to know more about tornadoes.”  And “I would not want to 
be caught in the middle of a tornado!”

Word of the Day

Sarah Larson and Patti Refsland, Cass Lake-Bena

1. Place Tier 2 words lists on ABE learners’ tables.  

2. The first student to arrive picks “The Word of the Day” or W of D,   a word he/she is not familiar with. 

3. The student creates his/her definition by researching the definition in the dictionary and/or online – with teacher assistance as needed.  

4. The student writes the word and definition on the marker board. 

5. The teacher writes a sentence on the board using the word. 

6.  All students in the classroom write another using the W of D. 

The next morning, the previous W of D is written along with its definition on sentence strips and placed in the sentence strip holder. The teachers use Ws of D as much as possible in conversation and lesson instruction.

Courtroom Words

Sarah Larson and Patti Refsland, Cass Lake-Bena

Select specialized courtroom words such as judge, bailiff, attorney, probation, etc. to teach explicitly to STAR students. This is important because: (1) many are on probation or have been incarcerated and (2) they do not know these words or what is being said in the courtroom. 

Learning these words benefits their understanding of courtroom language and proceedings that affect their life and future!

Using Base/Root 
Angela Smith and Jody Greniger, AEOA-Cloquet
1. Teacher presents a Tier 2 base or root word (person) using the explicit instruction model.

2. Students apply knowledge rating scale to other Tier 2 “relatives” (personal, personally, personality, impersonal, personnel,).

3. Teacher presents the Tier 2 relatives using the explicit instruction model.

4. Student share sentences and converse about the words.  Connections are made by recognizing relationships between root words, prefixes, and suffixes.  

5. Extended activity: Teacher provides newspapers or magazines and facilitates general conversations to see/hear how these words are being used. She/her encourages students to use them in their daily vocabulary.
Reinforcement

Steve Gernbacher, AOIE-St. Louis Park
1. To reinforce the 5 vocabulary words recently introduced, I have the class identify 10 places or people in the outside world where they use English (Examples: Target, CUB, Dr.’s office, auto mechanic, neighbor, teacher, school, workplace, library, bus stop, etc.). 
2. We write this list on the board in blue.  
3. We write the vocabulary words in red.
4. Each student must construct a sentence using one word in red and one in blue that demonstrates his/her knowledge of word meanings.  

Examples: 

· I received an estimate from my mechanic and told him to do the repairs.
· My neighbor assists me by mowing my lawn when I am gone.  

Students like this activity a lot.  They write on the board and it is easy to review as a class.  This reinforcement activity takes about 30-40 minutes.
Overlap

Steve Gernbacher, AOIE-St. Louis Park

My STAR students and I combine each of our weekly Tier Two words with an everyday (or every week, month) word to form interesting and relevant sentences.  For example, a Tier Two word from this past week was “avoid.” The list of everyday words was “CUB, doctor’s office, school, neighbor, health clinic, mechanic, and teacher.”

A sample sentence we developed together was: “I avoid health problems by having regular check-ups at my health clinic.

The students really enjoy the creativity of this overlapping reading/writing activity!

Tier Two Lookout!
Lynn Larson, DOC-Rush City
1. After completing a handful of STAR vocabulary units, I instruct my students to find as many Tier Two vocabulary words from one section of the newspaper.  
2. Each student chooses a section of the paper and sits down with a highlighter.  
3. If they find the exact word from Tier Two word wall, they highlight the word in the newspaper and put a tally mark next to the word on the wall. If they find a variation of the word, they underline it.  If they find a synonym or antonym of the word, they circle it.  

If you want a friendly competition, highlighted words = 5 points, underlined words = 3 points, and circled words = 1 point.  Students can trade sections and mark missed words for 2 points each.  You can group students into partners or teams.
Write-Around

Hillary Frazey, DOC-Shakopee

1. Place students at tables in groups of 5-6.

2. Give each student a different vocabulary word on an index card or piece of paper.

3. Tell them to write a short story using the vocabulary word. Allow 1-3 minutes.

4. After the time is up, have students pass their story to the right, but keep the same vocabulary word.

5. Have students read the story so far and then add to it using their vocabulary word.

6. Pass the papers to the right 4-5 times (they tend to lose interest after too many times).

7. Read the “whole” stories to the class at the end!

ESL Sentence Writing

Kathryn Hansen, Forest Lake

It can be difficult for intermediate level ESL students to use new vocabulary words correctly in responding to the lead question in a vocabulary lesson. After writing the new vocabulary word and definition at the board, I write a sentence starter with the new vocabulary word to model correct usage. The students complete their own sentence and share it in response to the lead question. This seems to add a comfort level to using a new word.

Word Walls

Kathryn Hansen, Forest Lake

In order to encourage students to keep the 5 weekly vocabulary words in mind, I distribute a list printed in font size 72 along with any “family words” in font size 12.  I encourage the students to post the list on their refrigerator at home, and I provide a plastic sleeve so that they can keep all the lists together for the unit.

I post the same lists in my classroom in our word wall.  I often use the words in this format for review games.  

· I distribute a different list of words to each student. I give a definition for one of the words.  Whoever has the word matching the definition shouts out the word.  

· A student picks one word from their list and writes or tells a sentence using the word.

Bubble Chart (copy and paste as many charts as needed; insert the words and other information)
DJ Dahl, Hubbs Center

Sentence: 








Illustration: 











Synonyms: 





Word: 


Definition: 


Part of Speech:
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