
 

iPads and Tablets in the LESLLA  Classroom 1

 

Students seem to find using their fingers to navigate much more intuitive than learning to use a mouse. 

Classes with LESLLA learners (adult ESL students who are new to print literacy in any language) can be 

extremely multilevel regardless of how close the groups’ scores are; differentiation is easy with 

self-paced, self-checking apps. If you don’t have iPads or tablets, try carving out time to connect 

students to wifi (at your school or a local library) and teach students how to use their smartphones. 

 

App Suggestions:  

● Google Translate - Use it like a talking dictionary. Students type the word and then it says it for 

them in the target language. Some students’ first languages are available and it can translate the 

word for them. Some translations will also have audio if they can’t read in their first language. 

● Montessori Apps - Students practice phonics and vocabulary with photos of real objects, audio, 

and some include practice activities. 

● Sight Word apps - Students can practice reading or spelling sight words in a number of easily 

available apps. 

● Number quiz and ABC quiz - Students learning the alphabet and numbers for the first time can 

practice listening/repeating, tracing, or matching.  

● Spelling Magic - Students can practice sound symbol correspondence in 3 levels of awesome 

phonics activities. 

● Pocket Phonics - Students learn 3-5 letter names, write the letters and learn the sounds, then 

spell words with the letters.  

● Numeracy - There are so many great apps to practice time, money, etc. 

● Story Creator is a fairly simple app in which students can create a digital book using pictures 

they have taken with the iPad. Students type the text on each page, and there is an option to 

record their voices reading the story. 

 

Other uses: 

● Students can view a YouTube video selected to meet their specific goals. 

● Unite for Literacy is a website that reads books to students in English or Spanish and then their 

language. It’s great on the iPads because they can "click" with their finger.  

● Download pdfs of books and/or bilingual dictionaries to the Ipad library that can be expensive to 

have hard copies of. iPad can be used like e-readers. 

● For students with low vision, the camera can be used like a cc-tv, students can zoom until 

they're comfortable with the font size or use the tablet’s accessibility features. 

● Google forms/quizzes can be saved to the home screen and students can access them like an 

app for CASAS practice (our standardized assessment). It’s easier for them to select their 

answers than with a mouse. 

1 LESLLA refers to Literacy Education & Second Language Learning for Adults, www.leslla.org  
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http://www.mobilemontessori.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app-bundle/abcs-and-123s-by-tantrumapps/id917669574?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-spelling-magic/id429301553?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abc-pocketphonics-letter-sounds-writing-first-words/id299342927?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/story-creator-easy-story-book-maker-for-kids/id545369477?mt=8
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
http://www.leslla.org/
http://www.atlasabe.org/

