Text & Questions: Lexile 410-600, CCRS Level B

“Opinion: Fear about the coronavirus is normal, 
but don’t let it control you”
Directions: Answer the multiple-choice questions based on the text.
1. Which main idea best summarizes the main message in the text?
a. Human beings fear things they can’t understand and try to control them.
b. The coronavirus is scary, but we can’t let the fear control us or make us panic.
c. People should not believe that fake products can cure the coronavirus.
d. Boring advice can actually be helpful in preventing coronavirus.
2. What happened as a result of the coronavirus?
a. People bought unnecessary things to try to stay safe.
b. People started traveling to areas that were not affected.
c. People invented products that could cure the disease.
d. People gave masks to other people to stop the disease.
      3.   HOW do people stay safe from the coronavirus?
a. They buy a lot of hand sanitizer from the store.
b. They take pills and teas to cure the disease.
c. They should avoid touching their faces.
d. They wear masks before they get sick.
      4.   In the following sentence, which word or phrase could replace the words relying on
without changing the meaning of the sentence? “Relying on other people can be scary.”
a. ignoring
b. spending time with
c. depending on
d. caring for
       5.   Which is true about the word pandemic?
a. The word pandemic is always used for a deadly disease.
b. Pandemic is a word people use and hear all the time.
c. When people hear the word pandemic, they should panic.
d. The word pandemic describes when a disease spreads widely.
       6.   What is the purpose of the first two paragraphs of the text?
a. To give the reader general information about a virus causing fear right now.
b. To explain the ways people become infected by a new virus.
c. To help the reader understand what the word pandemic means.
d. To introduce the reader to the text topic of disease outbreaks in history.
       7.  What was the writer’s purpose in writing the article?
a. To scare people about coronavirus.
b. To help people understand their fear about coronavirus.
c. To encourage people to buy extra things they need.
d. To explain what the coronavirus is.
       8.   According to the article, people fear what they do not understand.
 HOW does the author support this claim?
a. By explaining why people should buy more toilet paper.
b. By comparing people’s thoughts about planes and cars.
c. By stressing that the coronavirus is like the common cold.
d. By describing how the coronavirus spreads quickly.
       9.   What is a reason the author gives to support the idea that people should wash their 
 hands to protect from the coronavirus?
a. It gives people a feeling of control over the virus.
b. It is a way that people can cure themselves.
c. It helps people to understand the risk of the virus
d. It is advice given by the World Health Organization.
       10. Which quote would the writer probably NOT agree with?
a. “Fear is only as deep as the mind allows.”
b. “Fear is something we can never break through.”
c. “Fear defeats more people than any other one thing in the world.”
d. “Fears are stories we tell ourselves.”
*Questions 2, 3, 8, & 9 are from the Newsela website.

