Text: Lexile 1140, CCRS Level D

Why tough times can create better neighbors
Directions: Answer the multiple-choice questions based on the text.
1. Which TWO of the following sentences would likely be included in a summary about the article?
A. The COVID-19 outbreak is causing people to reach out to friends, family, and strangers.
B. States like Massachusetts and Ohio have closed restaurants to in-person dining.
C. Jamil Zaki is the author of the article “The War for Kindness: Building Empathy in a Fractured World”
D. People are using technology to reach out to others during the outbreak.
a. A & B
b. C & D
c. A & D
d. B & C
2. According to the article, technology can help people stay connected during a crisis. Which paragraph BEST supports this idea?
a. In Wuhan, China, whole blocks of apartment buildings chanted, "Keep up the fight." In Rome and in Siena, Italians on lockdown lean out of windows and balconies with tambourines and accordions to sing songs. On March 14, citizens throughout Spain began clapping in unison to cheer health care workers. 
b. Instead, people are using video calling and social network connections. However, people aren't just staying in touch with friends and family. The global crisis has roused a sense of shared humanity that's causing people to reach out to their communities. Amid the outbreak of COVID-19, there's a surge of kindness among strangers. 
c. Even so, instances of selflessness have become increasingly common. Professional basketball players such as Giannis Antetokounmpo and Zion Williamson have donated money to cover the salaries of arena workers affected by the suspension of the season. Other acts of kindness include providing food for children who are out of school. 
d. "Could it be that in the context of this crisis, people do break through that initial barrier and say to one another, even though they're not supposed to be accosting one another or having real intimacy, 'Hello. You know, I live in apartment 2B. You must live above me?'" said Dunkelman.
3. What is the relationship between kindness and social distancing, according to the text?
a. The act of social distancing protects those that practice it over those they are staying away from.
b. Social distancing causes everyone to be kinder to one another.
c. When we stay away from each other, we are kinder to others than if we interact with them face-to-face.
d. By putting distance between ourselves and others, we are helping to protect them.
4. What is the best paraphrase of the following sentence? “When in-person activity is limited, technology can temporarily mend rips in the social fabric.”
a. Use of technology can help people stay connected socially when they can’t be together physically.
b. Technology can help us to repair tears in fabric when they occur.
c. When in-person activities can’t happen, technology can permanently fix the problem.
d. Using technology is a better way to maintain the social fabric in our lives than participating in in-person activities.
5. An anecdote is a short story about an interesting event. Why does the writer start the article off with several anecdotes from the current outbreak?
a. To persuade the reader of things to do during the coronavirus outbreak.
b. To explain the origins of the coronavirus outbreak and how it is spreading.
c. To connect the reader to real people and real life during the coronavirus outbreak.
d. To show that music is the best way to get through the coronavirus outbreak.
6. Which of the following people or groups quoted in the article would be MOST likely to agree with the idea that music can bring people together?
a. Minda Sanchez 
b. Jill Suttie 
c. Jamil Zaki 
d. Marc Dunkelman
7. Which of the following would BEST describe Molly Wilson's reaction to the coronavirus outbreak?
a. She used apps to volunteer to help elderly neighbors with errands they could not do themselves. 
b. She worked to make her neighbors a part of her more intimate social circle. 
c. She helped her neighbors organize a singalong in order to raise their spirits. 
d. She strove to get supplies for her elderly neighbors to help them stay safe.
8. Read the list of sentences from the article. 
1. Social distancing is the practice of keeping away from crowds and public places to slow down the spread of a disease. 
2. A study demonstrated the most effective way for hospitals to motivate health care professionals to wash their hands isn't by noting the importance of safeguarding oneself from disease. 
3. Professional basketball players such as Giannis Antetokounmpo and Zion Williamson have donated money to cover the salaries of arena workers affected by the suspension of the season. 
4. This desire to help others intensifies during times of crisis and crosses lanes of class, race and other divisions. 
Which two sentences taken together provide the BEST evidence to support the idea that many people are primarily concerned with helping others during the coronavirus crisis? 
a. 1 and 2 
b. 1 and 3 
c. 2 and 4 
d. 3 and 4
9. Which word BEST describes the attitude of the writer?
a. critical
b. compassionate
c. skeptical
d. humorous
10. Write a 7-12 sentence paragraph that explains the connection between the following quote and the article “Why tough times can create better neighbors.” Use examples from the article in your writing.
“Kindness means building bridges instead of walls.”
*Questions 2, 6, 7, & 8 are from the Newsela website.

