Understanding the Rapid Spread of COVID19 in Our Communities
Directions: Write in complete sentences to answer the questions below.
1. What does it mean for something to grow exponentially?
2. In the news media, we hear about how COVID19 is spreading at an exponential rate. What do you think they mean in the context of COVID19?
To help us visualize this, there is a chart on the next page. This chart does not illustrate the exact math of how COVID19 is spread throughout communities. It does, however, provide a way of seeing the logic behind why the number of COVID19 cases continues to grow so rapidly. 
(Note: In reality, each person infected with COVID19 is said to spread it to an average of 2.5 people. The number of confirmed cases is also subject to testing availability.)
Vocabulary word
Implied:
Directions:
1. Study the chart to find the pattern.
2. Next, using tools available to you (i.e. pencil and paper, calculator, etc.), fill in the missing values.
	Day of outbreak
	Cumulative number of people infected with COVID19

	1
	1

	2
	2

	3
	4

	4
	8

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	

	12
	

	13
	

	14
	

	15
	


3. Then, use the graph below to plot the data points from the table. Estimate the position of the points as best you can.
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4. In your own words, in one or two complete sentences, describe how the graph illustrates the rapid infection rate of COVID19.
5. Knowing how contagious COVID19 is, what is an implied strategy to help slow the spread of COVID19 in our communities?
Answer Key for graph
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