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9:15-11:15 Session 1 (2 hrs) 9:15-11:15 Session 4 (2 hrs)
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11:30-12:15 | Informational Take ‘n 11:30-12:15 Networking Coffee
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12:15-1:00 Lunch 12:15-1:00 Lunch
1:00-2:15 Session 2 (75 min) 1:00-2:15pm Session 5 (75 min)
A B,C A B, C
2:15-2:30 Break 2:15-2:30 Break
2:30-3:45 Session 3 (75 min) 2:30-3:45 Session 6 (75 min)
4:00-5:00 Affinity Groups




SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

DAY ONE - SESSION 1 - THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 (9:15-11:15 AM)

(A) READING Moving Reading Comprehension Favorites Online — Penny Brown, SW Metro Educational
Cooperative, and Kristine Kelly, ATLAS — Have you shifted to online instruction? Are you looking for ways to build
reading comprehension in an online class? Join us to see how we took some of our favorite comprehension activities and
adjusted them for synchronous online instruction. Activities will be presented with intermediate/advanced level text but
can be leveled up or down.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Try and evaluate online lessons for reading comprehension.

Intended Audience: Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE
Anchor CCR standards emphasized: CCRS Reading Anchor 2

TIF category and skills emphasized: Learning Strategy Skill 1

(B) Engaging Your Writing Students in the Virtual Classroom — Stephanie Sommers, Minneapolis Adult Education —
In this session, geared towards teachers of intermediate and advanced writing students, participants will share some effective
strategies for getting students engaged in the writing process during remote learning and beyond. The session facilitator will
introduce several interactive activities that participants will have a chance to try out before taking them back to use with their
own students. We will talk about ways for students to share their writing, and ways for teachers and peers to provide
feedback. We will also share a few ideas for working on revising and editing.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Name some strategies for engagement, encouraging student production, and providing feedback in the virtual
classroom.
2. Locate some resources and tools to use in the classroom.
3. Reflect on what they and other writing teachers are doing to support students during remote learning.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE

(C) Talk Amongst Yourselves: Building Up to Student Facilitated Conversations — Liddy Rich, Harmony Adult
Education Center, and Jessica Jones, Literacy Minnesota — We'll talk about 3 skills students need in order to join a
conversation and keep it going. We'll also show you how to introduce those strategies and get students talking in small
groups online. This is appropriate for most learners including beginning ESL and multi-level groups. No matter who you
teach, come ready to participate in your own small groups.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Identify the benefits of engaging students in meaningful conversations.
2. Engage students with three different conversation skills.
3. Facilitate conversations to help students become more proficient speakers and listeners.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE

Anchor CCR standards emphasized: Speaking and Listening Anchor 1 — Prepare for and participate effectively in a range
of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Effective Communication Skill 1 — Engage positively and actively with individuals in both one-on-one and team
settings to accomplish goals.
e Learning Strategies Skill 3 - Apply appropriate strategies to compensate for and fill in gaps in knowledge.




INFORMATIONAL TAKE ‘N BAKE — THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 (11:30-12:15 AM)

(A) Come and Get Some TSTM: Totally Smart Teaching Materials — Stephanie Sommers, Minneapolis Adult
Education, and Lia Conklin Olson, SPPS — In this session, participants will have the opportunity to learn about a
federal initiative called TSTM (Teaching Skills That Matter). This multiyear project, funded by OCTAE, has the goal of
training teachers from states across the country in how to infuse their curriculum with content that is especially relevant
for adult learners, such as financial literacy and health literacy. It focuses on delivering lessons that help learners to
practice key transition skills, like critical thinking, problem-solving, adaptability and willingness to learn, and respecting
differences and diversity. Participants in the session will learn how they can access the full TSTM curriculum, which
includes over 30 lessons, as well as instructional videos, case studies and issue briefs.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Identify 3 elements of the TSTM project.
2. Explain where to find the TSTM materials.
3. Discuss the benefits of using the TSTM materials with students.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE

(B) Teaching on Zoom: Tricks for Success — Christine Wytaske, Metro SOUTH ABE, and Erin Parker, Adult Academic
Program - Robbinsdale — Are you looking for some tips to improve your Zoom sessions? Come to this session to learn
about some general tips and tricks for using this platform. We will share our Zoom knowledge that we've accumulated over
the past nine to ten months. We will offer some suggestions for you to use in your class(es). You will leave with a tip sheet
and, perhaps, some new ideas to try with your students.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Experience some of the ins-and-outs of using Zoom for virtual classes.
2. Use a tool for polling to experience surveying a group.
3. See Kami as a tool to write on or mark up a pdf.
4. Explore two teachers' processes for using Zoom and setting up/using an online class.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Effective Communication: Skill 3 -Use a variety of technologies for communication.
e Learning Strategies: Skill 4, Sub Skill b-Determine what types of activities help one learn best (cooperative learning,
using digital tools, hands-on learning).
e Navigating Systems: Skill 1-Seek information or assistance appropriately from others in order to successfully navigate
specific systems.

Northstar digital literacy standard categories addressed:
e Basic Computer Skills
e \World Wide Web

(C) Ieaching on Google Meet: Tips for Success — Laura Temali and Kris Klas, Hubbs Center/St Paul ABE — Learn
the basics of using Google Meet, from setting up the call, basic functions, to high tech and low tech integration.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Invite students to a Google Meet
2. Use basic functions like chat and presenting screens
3. Engage students with interactive activities like Jamboard, Polls, breakout rooms, conversation practice, and using
volunteers.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE




(D) Elipgrid Fundamentals — Susan Wetenkamp-Brandyt, Literacy Minnesota, and Chrysti Nielsen, NW Service
Cooperative — Flipgrid is a free educational software application that is perfect for supporting language learning in a
distance learning environment. Flipgrid allows learners to share audio and video recordings asynchronously in response
to prompts and content shared by their teacher, and listen to/view the recordings of classmates. In this session we will
demonstrate a few key features of Flipgrid and view examples of how it is being used in ABE programs across Minnesota.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Create and share a Flipgrid "grid" with learners.
2. Create an audio or video recording on an existing teacher's grid.
3. Identify instructional applications for Flipgrid for a variety of teaching contexts.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:
e Speaking and Listening Anchor Standard 6

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Effective Communication, Skill 2

(E) Let’s Dive In! Introducing the New Cultural Competency Resource Library — Andrea Echelberger and Yixiu
Chen, Literacy Minnesota — In this session, get a sneak peek at ATLAS’s newest resource library, Cultural Competency,
which brings together resources on diversity, inclusion, and equity for educators and ABE staff. Participants will have the
opportunity to explore the library and learn about the curation process, and will leave with concrete suggestions for
getting started with anti-racist learning and trauma-informed instruction.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Locate the Cultural Competency Library on the ATLAS website and have a working knowledge of its contents.
2. Implement 3 tips for getting started with anti-racism.
3. Implement 3 tips for getting started with trauma-informed teaching practices.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE




SESSION 2 - THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 (1:00-2:15 PM)

(A) POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS The 3 L’s: The Difference between Learning Disability, Low Ability,
and Low-literacy — Wendy Sweeney, PANDA — \When students have learning challenges, it can be difficult to determine
why. Come to this session to learn how to distinguish between a learning disability, low ability and low literacy. Acquire
knowledge about reading and writingt types of learning disabilities. Gain information about students with low ability and
valuable resources. Understand the complicated nature of learning for students from other cultures. We will discuss tools
to help understand learning differences and learn methods to improve instruction for all students. This session is
intended to meet CEU requirements for positive behavior interventions and in accommodating, modifying, and
adapting curriculum, materials and strategies.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:

Acquire knowledge about different types of learning disabilities and symptoms.
Gain information about students with low ability and valuable resources.
Understand the complicated nature of ESL student learning.

Discover tools to help distinguish between all 3 L’s.

Learn methods to improve instruction for all students.

RO~

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE

(B) Believe It or Not! Informational Literacy and Adult Learners — John Trerotola, Adult Academic Program -
Robbinsdale — “Don’t believe everything that you read.” This reminder is more true today than ever. One of the outcomes
of social studies and civics instruction is a more informed citizenry. However, this goal is becoming a major challenge with
the prevalence of fake news, deliberate misinformation, and the 24/7 flow of data from both print and digital media
sources. In this interactive session, we will explore many instructional strategies and resources to make ABE students, at
all levels, more critical readers, listeners, and thinkers in this age of mass information. Luckily, there are a variety of
adaptable informational literacy curriculum materials from Stanford Civic Online Reasoning, ESL Library, and many
others that will inform students on how to confidently evaluate print and digital sources ranging from Facebook to
traditional news sites. We will have hands-on experience with many of these standards’ aligned resources and discuss
and develop ways that they can be incorporated into a digital, hybrid, and/or in-person classroom. In the end, being able
to evaluate evidence and distinguish between misinformation, opinion, and fact are skills that not only affect our students,
but also have an impact on their families and communities.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Define informational literacy.
2. lIdentify challenges for ABE students as mass consumers of information from both print and digital media sources.
3. Assess a variety of instructional strategies and adaptable, standards' aligned resources related to information literacy.
4. Formulate an individual plan on how the instructional strategies and resources can be incorporated into a digital, hybrid
and/or in-person classroom.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:

e Reading: CCR Anchor 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. CCR Anchor 8:
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

e Speaking & Listening: CCR Anchor 2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e  Critical Thinking Skill 3: Use information to draw conclusions and make decisions.
e  Critical Thinking Skill 4: Recognize bias, assumptions and multiple perspectives.

Northstar digital literacy standard categories addressed:
e Social Media




(C) Ge ed : ¥ s : arning — Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt and
Jason Braz:er theracy Mlnnesota ThIS session will prowde an orlentatlon to the new Minnesota Adult Education
EdReady site (hitps://mnadulteducation.edready.org/home). EdReady is a state-supported distance learning platform with
language and literacy content for GED preparation and college readiness. Teachers will become familiar with the
EdReady content available to support language and literacy learning, learn how to choose courses, help learners enroll,
monitor progress and pull distance learning reports. Anyone who has not yet requested an EdReady teacher account
should do so at least 48 hours before the session.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Set up EdReady Goals for their learners
2. Help learners enroll in EdReady
3. Monitor learners' progress and access distance learning data

Intended Audience: Advanced ESL and Secondary ABE



https://mnadulteducation.edready.org/home

SESSION 3 - THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 (2:30-3:45 PM)

(A) READING Using e-Advanced Alphabetics — Marn Frank, ATLAS — This electronic resource from ATLAS for remote
instruction of familiar, less familiar, and academic compound, suffixed, and prefixed words was introduced in November.
This session moves to the why and how of using e-Advanced Alphabetics with adult readers at NRS ESL 4-5: Low/High
Intermediate, Advanced ESL, ABE 3-4: Low/High Intermediate, and even ABE 5: Low Adult Secondary levels. The why
offers adult research findings that support teaching prefixes, roots, suffixes, and Greek forms (or morphology). The how
reviews modeled or guided slide set activities and shares MN ABE teachers’ experiences with their use and successful
adaptations.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Gain knowledge of adult research supporting morphology instruction.
2. View available slide sets for teaching compound, suffixed, and prefixed words.
3. Tour a set of slides and activities for teaching one pattern.
4. Learn about MN ABE teachers' remote use and adaptations.

Intended Audience: Advanced ESL, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE
Anchor CCR standards emphasized:

e Reading Foundational Skill or RF 3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
(Phonics & Word Recognition)

(B) Citizenship 2021: It's Not Just About the New Civics Test! — Clarice Esslinger, Mankato ABE, and Panel (Stacy
Everding, Anna Mundy, and Erin Wadzinski) — This session will address the challenges and current issues in teaching
citizenship. We will look at the new Civics test and also share resources on all aspects of the Naturalization Process. This
includes the N-400 application, vocabulary for the interview, as well as reading and writing portions. Participants are
invited to share resources and student experiences.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Share information on the new 2020 Civics Test.
2. ldentify current issues in the Naturalization process.
3. Share resources for teaching all aspects of Citizenship.
4. Provide opportunity for collaboration among participants.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Navigating Systems

Northstar digital literacy standard categories:
e Basic computer Skills

(C) Counter-Narratives in the ABE Classroom — Daniel Morales, University of Minnesota, and Yixiu Chen, Literacy
Minnesota — Counter-stories are a tool used by minoritized communities to tell stories that reflect their experiences and
knowledge. Counter-stories challenge the grand narratives accepted and advanced by the majority in society. This
session unearths and honors counter stories, historical and contemporary, of and by marginalized communities that relate
to their knowledge, perspectives and aspirations in American society. As adult learners are invited to speak openly and
share their experiences and knowledge, counter-storytelling can be a powerful tool for empowering learners in the ABE
literacy classroom. The presenters will share different strategies to use with adult learners in literacy classrooms while
engaging them in telling their counter-stories in response to ideas, images, and narratives about ABE learners,
immigrants, immigrant learners, and other minoritized identities in the U.S. The pedagogical purpose of
counter-storytelling and ways of eliciting and welcoming counter-stories in the ABE literacy classroom with different kinds
of literacy learners will also be discussed. Attendees will get ideas on how to develop a curriculum that can be used to
examine inequalities while developing common ground to work towards justice.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Briefly examine the role of majoritarian stories in the marginalization of minoritized communities in the U.S.
2. Reflect on what we gain as a society when we listen to and learn from the multitude of stories available for our
consideration.
3. Provide ideas on how to generate new stories about their vision for a more just future and develop strategies to realize
a vision for more inclusive schools and communities.




Anchor CCR standards emphasized:

e Writing standards: CCR Anchor 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. CCR Anchor 6: Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

e Speaking Standards: CCR Anchor 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can
follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Effective communication, skill 2. Use language style, level of formality, and nonverbal cues, appropriate context and
task, in oral and written communication.
e  Critical thinking, skill 4. Recognize bias, assumptions and multiple perspectives.

Northstar digital literacy standard categories:
e  Basic computer skills and Word

AFFINITY GROUPS - THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 (4:00-5:00 PM)

LGBT+/Queer Professionals Affinity Group — facilitated by Erin Cary, Lyndale Education Program
BIPOC - facilitated by Cydnee Sanders, Literacy Minnesota

Anti-racism in ABE - facilitated by Pam Dane, WEST ABE

Non-native Speaking Professionals in ABE — facilitated by Elif Gezer
Mental Health - facilitated by Wendy Sweeney




DAY TWO - SESSION 4 - FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 (9:15-11:15 AM)

(A) GED in the New Normal — Susan Pittman, E-Learning Connections, and Debi Faucette, GED Testing Service —
Does this look familiar? You have the basics down like a champion. You can: Set up a Zoom Class, create a Google
Classroom, contact students through Remind, and download instructional apps. You are used to virtual instruction and
add resources to your LMS or Google Classroom. You know how to record “proxy” hours for funding purposes. There is
just one problem — one really, really big problem. How do you get students into your virtual class and keep them engaged
and learning? It is time to dig down into the nitty, gritty of day-to-day operations. It is no longer business as usual in adult
education, the paradigm has shifted, so join us as we focus on how virtual instruction should be different from classroom
instruction. We'll discuss strategies and resources you can use to engage your students in active learning and help them
reach their educational goals.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Identify when to make changes in their virtual instructional program to better engage their students and keep them
coming to class.
2. Learn how to expand students' sense of community to encourage engagement and retention in virtual learning.
3. Participate in a variety of strategies designed for the virtual classroom to aid in active learning

Intended Audience: Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE

Anchor CCR standards emphasized: This session will include instructional strategies that can be used across content
areas. These strategies are designed and are modified to use in virtual learning environments.

(B) Visual Literacy: Interpreting Graphs, Using Tech/Math Tools to Build Visual Literacy — Kathryne Chiqui,
Minneapolis Adult Education, and Terri Ferris, AEOA —Visual literacy is part of our daily lives. We are bombarded with
graphs and charts that share important (but sometimes confusing!) information about the pandemic, politics, weather, current
events, crime, etc. What makes someone visually literate with such data? In this session, we unpack how we interpret
quantitative visual information (charts, graphs, infographics) and connect these skills to the CCR standards. Then we focus
on tech tools that can help us teach these skills in adult education! Join us to learn nifty tools and strategies for developing
your learners’ ability to navigate number-heavy visuals in their everyday lives!

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Identify the components and practices of visual literacy skills we use regularly in our adult lives. (eliciting from the
participants what they DO perhaps innately that their student may not).
2. Articulate the presence of both ELA and Math standards in everyday visual literacy around relevant topics (COVID,
current events, weather...).
3. Access and apply 2-3 tools for developing visual literacy in adult learners (both online and not). [possibly: slow reveal
graphs, sentence frames, desmos, menti].

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:

e ELA Reading 7 - ANCHOR: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as in words. A: Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas (e.g. maps
charts, photographs, political cartoons, etc.) C: Interpret information presented visually orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the
information contributes to an understanding of the test in which it appears. D: Integrate quantitative or technical
information expressed in words in a text with a version of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart,
diagram, model, graph, or table). E: Integrate quantitative or technical analysis with qualitative analysis in print or
digital text. Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form (table/chart)
and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g. in an equation) into words.

e ELA Speaking & Listening 2 - ANCHOR: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. B: Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud of
information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. C: Paraphrase
portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively,
and orally.

e Math - Measurement and Data - Represent and interpret data.

o 2.MD.10 - Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to 4
categories. Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a
bar graph (2.MD.10).

o 3.MD.3 - Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several categories.
Solve one- and two-step “how many more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in




scaled bar graphs. For example, draw a bar graph in which each square in the bar graph might represent 5
pets. (3.MD.3).
e Math - Expressions and Equations - Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and
independent variables.

o 6.EE.9 - Use variables to represent two quantities in a real-world problem that change in relationship to one
another; write an equation to express one quantity, thought of as the dependent variable, in terms of the
other quantity, thought of as the independent variable. Analyze the relationship between the dependent and
independent variables using graphs and tables, and relate these to the equation. For example, in a problem
involving motion at constant speed, list and graph ordered pairs of distances and times, and write the
equation d = 65t to represent the relationship between distance and time. (6.EE.9).

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Learning Strategies - 1, subskill 1, Apply appropriate strategies for comprehending oral or written language in texts
and listening activities.1, subskill 2 - Make inferences and logical guesses (read and listen between the lines).
e Navigating Systems, Skill 1, subskill 1 - Identify and utilize resources that aid in navigating specific systems (health,
political, legal).
e  Critical Thinking, Skill 3, subskill c: Evaluate the quality and validity of information (new reports, gossip, online
resources). Skill 4: Recognize bias, assumptions and multiple perspectives

(C) ENGLISH LEARNERS Developing Skill Sets with Cell Phones at the Beginning Levels — Jamie Kriel and Amy Van
Steenwyk, Cedar Riverside Adult Education, and Nicki Olalde, Lyndale Neighborhood Assoc. — Learners at all levels
are relying on cell phones to participate in remote learning. Using cell phones to acquire English presents challenges as well
as unique opportunities. In this session we will share how our students are using their cell phones to develop speaking,
listening, pronunciation, reading and numeracy skills with beginning level ESL students.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Identify routines beginning-level instructors use to develop component skills using cell phones.
2. Discuss challenges and unique opportunities cell phones provide for beginning ESL learners in remote learning.
3. Reflect on how technology used in various programs can facilitate skill acquisition for beginning-level ESL students at a
distance.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:
e RF2-4 - Phonological Awareness, Phonics and Word Recognition, Fluency
e R1-Read closely to determine what the text says...
e S&L6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks
e L4 - Determine the meaning of unknown words by using context clues.

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Effective Communication Skill 1:
o EC.1a & 2c - Seek and offer clarification; Use appropriate intonation
o LS.1 &2 - Apply appropriate strategies for comprehending oral and written language & to organize, retain
and review materials in order to aid in understanding and recall.




Facilitated idea-sharing and networking time around various content areas and contexts:

(A) One-Room Schoolhouse — Linda Uscola, NW Service Coop

(B) STAR Groups — Lenka Bragg, Minneapolis Adult Education

(C) HSE/Diploma: Science & Social Studies Focus — John Trerotola, Adult Academic Program - Robbinsdale
(D) Corrections — Adam Kuehnel, MN Department of Corrections

(E) Low-level ESL — Mya Shaftel, Literacy Minnesota and Elizabeth Muellerleilet

(F) Intermediate/Advanced ESL — Sue Ann Rawlins and Dan Bruski




SESSION 5 - FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 (1:00-2:15 PM)

(A) ENGLISH LEARNERS : : o]
Kali Pelham, St. Cloud ABE — This session will enable mstructors to support Engllsh Iearners in thelr Ianguage
acquisition while also helping them to become career-ready. In the session, instructors will practice facilitating four key
reading strategies that can be applied to any text.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Utilize four reading comprehension strategies to interpret and summarize a nonfiction text.
2. Facilitate language and vocabulary acquisition relevant to adult career pathways (ACPs).
3. Facilitate effective study strategies that their students will be able to use to increase student independence.
4. Utilize online resources for students pursuing a career pathway.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:
e Identify and use text features such as charts, illustrations, headings, and subheadings to interpret and summarize
nonfiction texts (CCRS RI 5A, ACES CT 1b).
e |dentify the main idea and key details of non-fiction text (CCRS RI 2A).
e Use effective study strategies (such as note-taking, asking questions, creating, and using flashcards) in order to
record, review, and utilize new vocabulary and information. (CCRS RF 2A, L4B, W2A; ACES LS 2a-d & SM 2b-c).
e Read, analyze, pronounce, and use healthcare-related terminology accurately and appropriately (CCRS RF 2A).

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Identify and use text features such as charts, illustrations, headings, and subheadings to interpret and summarize
nonfiction texts (CCRS RI 5A, ACES CT 1b).
e Use effective study strategies (such as note-taking, asking questions, creating, and using flashcards) in order to
record, review, and utilize new vocabulary and information. (CCRS RF 2A, L4B, W2A; ACES LS 2a-d & SM 2b-c).

Northstar digital literacy standard categories addressed:
e Basic Computer Skills
e World Wide Web

(B) Putting the “R” in RLA — Penny Brown, SouthWest Metro Educational Cooperative — Are you looking for ways to
build reasoning skills? Do you want ideas of how to address reasoning with intermediate level readers (~4.0-8.9GE)? Are
you questioning the value of extended response? Join us as we dig into CCRS Anchor 8 to try activities for building
Reasoning Through Language Arts and discuss the role of extended response tasks in ABE.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Try activities for addressing concepts of sufficiency and relevance of evidence.
2. Use a graphic organizer to analyze persuasive text.
3. Consider the pros & cons of extended response tasks.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ABE

Anchor CCR standards emphasized:
e CCRS Reading Anchor 8

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e Learning Strategies Skill 1 & 2

(C) Using Volunteers in the Virtual Classroom - Rob Podlasek and Mariah Wika, Literacy Minnesota — \/olunteers

are as important in the virtual classroom as they are in in-person settings. Come get some ideas about how to use
volunteers in your virtual class and learn about resources available to support them.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. lIdeas for using volunteers.
2. Resources to support volunteers.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE,
Secondary ABE




SESSION 6 - FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 (2:30-3:45 PM)

(A) READING Layers and Lists of English Words — Marn Frank, ATLAS — The number, layers, and complexity of
words in the English language has grown and changed over many centuries. The Oxford English Dictionary includes
171,476 words in current use, which is more than in French, German, and Spanish! Do you wonder where English words
come from? Do you ponder which words are important to teach? Do you seek resources for teaching high-frequency
words? If so, join this lighthearted session to learn and reflect upon: (1) the history and layers of the English language, (2)
high-frequency lists of sight, instant, general, and academic words, and (3) online resources for selecting and teaching
words across levels and tiers.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Gain knowledge about the 5 English language periods.
2. Compare 4 high-frequency word lists from English.
3. Learn about the many ATLAS vocabulary resources.
4. Join breakout groups to reflect upon the session.

Intended Audience: Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ABE, Intermediate ABE, Secondary ABE
Anchor CCR standards emphasized:

e Reading Anchor 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

(B) Increase Reading Fluency, Comprehension, & More! — See Moua-Leske, SW ABE - Marshall — Are you
struggling to find content to help increase reading skills for students CASAS Level A-D/E? Reading Skills for Today's
Adults underwent a major facelift in 2019. It includes 345 leveled readings with engaging activities, is CCRS aligned,
Distance Learning approved, and recently, newly added mobile friendly resources. Did | mention this is all FREE? We'll
also hear from a few teachers in the field who currently use RSTA.

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:

1. Highlights of original Reading Skills for Today's Adults website.
Highlights of revamped Reading Skills for Today's Adults website.
Collaboration with the Family Learning Company & Crowded Learning.
Crowded Learning's Edtech Maker Space Cohort RSTA Project.

How to implement RSTA & Online resources.
Panel of RSTA users.

ook wnN

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL, Beginning ESL

(C) ENGLISH LEARNERS Challenge 2 TH 2
or Many — Andrea Echelberger and Colleen Meyers theracy anesota Communlcatlon over the phone or
computer is much much more difficult than in person; pronunciation looms even larger in students’ lives than ever before.
Teaching pronunciation remotely, while challenging, also offers some wonderful opportunities. In this interactive
workshop, participants will learn different teaching techniques to deliver pronunciation instruction remotely. We'll dive into
sequencing activities helping students moving from controlled to communicative production, how choosing from a wide
variety of speaking models makes for a more inclusive classroom as well as more attainable pronunciation goal. We'll
also address the link between pronunciation and developing literacy skills, effective error correction, and identifying the
most pressing segmental/suprasegmental challenges facing the major language groups in Minnesota. Participants will
receive handouts highlighting the skills taught in the workshop as well as additional pronunciation resources. Join Colleen
and Andrea, two pronunciation nerds who have spent years digging into pronunciation research and honing classroom
techniques as they help you figure out how to take your pronunciation instruction virtual!

Objectives: Upon conclusion of the workshop, participants will be able to:

1. Understand how strengthening pronunciation skills improves learners’ literacy skills and how including a variety of
speaker models makes for a more inclusive classroom.

2. Generate activities moving from controlled to communicative practice for segmental/suprasegmental
pronunciation features.

3. Decide when and how to effectively provide error correction.

4. Receive a handout listing the major segmental/suprasegmental challenges for speakers of major language groups
in Minnesota.

Intended Audience: Low-literacy + Beginning ESL, Intermediate ESL, Advanced ESL




Anchor CCR Standards emphasized:
e CCR Anchor 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
e CCR Anchor 6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or appropriate.

TIF category and skills emphasized:
e  Skill 2: Use language style, level of formality, and nonverbal cues, appropriate to context and task, in oral and
written communication.




This conference content was planned by the Language & Literacy Advisory Team
(LLATé). Thank you for all your time and expertise!

Penny Brown * Andrea Echelberger * Patsy Egan * Marn Frank * Diane Hasner *
Kristine Kelly * Jamie Kreil * Adam Kuehnel * Astrid Liden * Nicki Olaide *
Lia Conklin-Olson * Liddy Rich * Stephanie Sommers * Tammy Twiggs

The organizers thank our excellent presenters for sharing their time and expertise.
Thanks also to ATLAS staff members Gail Rutan and Marisa Squadrito Geisler
for all conference arrangements and administrative support needed for this event!

Introducing Our Presenters

Lenka Bragg has been a teacher with Minneapolis AE for the past 7 years. After | started teaching higher level reading
classes, | decided to go through the STAR training and implemented STAR instruction with the help of our testing
coordinator, Krista Coronado. The teachers in our program who are STAR trained have collaborated in professional
developments, organized curriculum and established routines to implement volunteers for fluency and comprehension
groups. This year we have worked hard to make volunteer led groups happen online using Schoology and Newsela texts.
It has been a collaborative effort that | am proud of and happy to share what we learned with others.
lenka.bragg@mpls.k12.mn.us

Penny Brown has worked in ABE for over 20 years. She holds licenses in Social Studies, Special Education, Reading
Specialist, and Adult Education. She served as a MN STAR Trainer for 5 years and is a member of the Language &
Literacy Advisory Team. Penny specializes in instructional techniques for intermediate readers.
pbrown@swmetro.k12.mn.us

Erin Cary (MA ESL, she/her/hers) is Associate Director of Lyndale Neighborhood Association, a multilevel ELL instructor
for Lyndale Education Program since 2013 and ABE professional for over ten years. Her professional interests include
teacher/student self-advocacy, participatory learner curriculum and representation of intersectional identities across ABE
spaces. She lives in Minneapolis with her spouse and very adorable dog. erin@lyndale.org

Yixiu Chen is the Open Door Learning Centers Manager at Literacy MN.. She received a Master's in International
Education from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and a B.A in International Studies and Economics from Loyola
University Chicago. She has ten years of experience in outreach and engagement with diverse populations, as well as
educational program coordination/ management. Yixiu enjoys traveling, hiking, reading with her toddler and cooking.
ychen@literacymn.org

Kathryne Chiqui has over 10 years in adult education. She has worked several roles with Minneapolis Adult Education.
Currently she teaches, coaches, plans PD, and serves on the MNI Advisory Team. kathryne.chiqui@mpls.k12.mn.us

Andrea Echelberger is the ESL Training Coordinator at Literacy Minnesota where she conducts professional
development trainings and develops resources for teachers and ESL volunteer tutors throughout Minnesota. Before
becoming a professional trainer, Andrea spent ten years working with refugees and immigrants from around the world in
St. Paul, Minnesota. She also served as an English Language Fellow for two years in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Andrea
holds a MA in ESL from Hamline University and an ABE Teaching License from the University of Minnesota.
aechelberger@literacymn.org

Clarice Esslinger teaches ESL, Citizenship and Family Learning at Mankato ABE. She holds a B.S in Agricultural
Education and received her M.A in Intercultural Studies. She also provides trainings on Racial Equity and Diversity for
DHS's Continuing Education department. cessli1@isd77.k12.mn.us
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Stacy Everding has been a teacher with Southwest ABE South in Worthington for seven years. She currently teaches
citizenship, GED, distance learning and intermediate ESL. She is also a certified state CASAS trainer.
stacy.everding@isd518.net

Debi K. Faucette joined GED Testing Service in 2011 following an extensive and robust career as State Director of Adult
Education and GED Testing at both the Louisiana Department of Education and the Louisiana Community and Technical
College System. As a Senior Director for GED Testing Service, she has served the needs of partners across the entire
network of state providers and currently serves the needs of GED providers and adult education stakeholders in CA and
AR. Debi also chairs the GEDTS Professional Development Initiative, which allows her to engage with many states across
the GED® network of partners. debi.faucette@ged.com

Terri Ferris started in ABE in 1999, primarily working in a one-room schoolhouse. Since then she has worked in many
settings including a homeless shelter, career force centers, and college campuses teaching ABE, GED, life and
employment skills, ELL, and college prep. terri.ferris@aeoa.org

Marn Frank is ATLAS’s Literacy & STAR Coordinator, a position she has held since the summer of 2008. Over the years,
she has trained hundreds of MN ABE managers and teachers in best practices for evidence-based reading instruction (or
EBRI, the foundation of STAR) and the four CCRS Reading Foundational Skills. January 2021 begins Marn’s 28th year in
MN ABE as a classroom teacher, program and volunteer coordinator, adult LD specialist, STAR trainer and state
coordinator. The ever-changing fields of adult education and adult literacy have provided many opportunities for learning
and growth throughout her long career. mfrankO6@hamline.edu

Jessica Jones has worked in Adult Education since 2002 — coordinating volunteers, managing learning centers, writing
published curriculum, and teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) and computer classes. She currently teaches
advanced ESL learners at the Open Door Learning Center on the east side of St. Paul. jjones@literacymn.org

Kristine Kelly is the Minnesota ABE Literacy & ELA Coordinator at ATLAS. She provides instructional support for ABE
teachers and programs, including CCRS, GED, diploma and general ELA content. Kristine also teaches part time in a
GED/college prep classroom and has served as a subject-matter expert for many companies, including CASAS, Cell-Ed,
DRC, Pearson ELT, and Cambridge. kkelly01@hamline.edu

Jamie Kreil, Ph.D. (she/her/hers) is a beginning-level ELL instructor at Cedar Riverside Adult Education Collaborative
and Adjunct Faculty at Hamline University. Active in ABE since 2007, her work has focused on ABE credentialing and
professional issues. jamie.l.kreil@gmail.com

Kris Klas (they, them, theirs) has been an adult education instructor for over a decade. They received a Masters in Adult
Education and ABE license from the University of Minnesota. After many years of teaching literacy level ESL, they have
transitioned to GED instruction and integrating numeracy into other subject areas. They have been teaching online since
March 2020 and on google meet since September. kristin.klas@gmail.com

Adam Kuehnel is a low-level literacy instructor with the Department of Corrections. He enjoys designing new methods of
instruction and networking with other ABE teachers across the state. adam.kuehnel@state.mn.us

Colleen Meyers holds an MA in TESOL from the University of Minnesota. A former teacher educator at the University of
Minnesota, she has also served as an Adjunct Faculty member in the Second Language Teaching and Learning Program
at Hamline University. She is a past recipient of the MinneTESOL Harold B. Allen award and a Fulbright Senior Specialist
award to Turkey. She is a regular presenter at international TESOL conferences, where she has been invited to lead the
Teaching Intonation: What teachers need to know segment of the Pre-Conference Institute on Teaching Pronunciation
since 2016. Meyers has co-authored English Communication for International Teaching Assistants (2nd edition); Success
with Presentations, and Pronunciation for Success; and Communicate: Classroom Communication Strategies for
International TAs. Colleen wrote the segment on “Mirroring” for the “Pronunciation for Teachers” website
(pronunciationforteachers.com). meyer002@umn.edu
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Daniel Morales (he/him) is a Ph.D. candidate in Education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst (UMass). Daniel
completed his BA in Education at Universidad de Santiago de Chile. He earned a MA in intercultural communication at the
University of Maryland (UMBC). While completing coursework at UMass, Daniel taught multiple education classes and
conducted research with Latina/o/x high school students. His research looks at the impact of critical pedagogy, critical
literacies and social justice pedagogies when working with minoritized students. Daniel works at the University of
Minnesota. In his free time, Daniel likes hiking with his family. moral435@umn.edu

See Moua-Leske is the Southwest ABE-Marshall Program Manager. She was an educator in the K-12 system as an
elementary, ESL, and Special Education instructor before joining Southwest ABE-Marshall in the fall of 2018.
see.moua-leske@marshall.k12.mn.us

Anna Mundy is an ESL level 2 and citizenship teacher in Burnsville's ABE program, where she began as a volunteer and
now has taught as a lead teacher for almost 7 years. She loves learning about languages and cultures, is fluent in
Spanish, and is passionate about helping students from all different backgrounds achieve their dreams through education.
Citizenship is her favorite class to teach. There is just something very special about welcoming the students as fellow
American citizens and knowing you got to play just a small part in helping them get there. amundy@isd191.org

Chrysti Nielsen has been a teacher for 16 years. Eight of those years were spent in k-12, while the other eight have been
spent in ABE. She currently teaches the digital literacy and citizenship classes in East Grand Forks ABE along with
managing new student intakes, assessments and enroliment. She also manages distance learning for NW Service Co-op
and is an advisory group member on the MN DL Team. In addition, she works with ADP students. When not teaching,
Chrysti enjoys spending time with her nine kids. They like hiking, geocaching and traveling together. Chrysti is also still
active with MSHSL speech and enjoys reading and theater. cnielsen@nwservice.org

Nicki Olalde is the ELL Program Lead and Beginning level ELL instructor at the Lyndale Neighborhood Association.

Here, she works to bring in and train new and existing volunteers and has delivered beginning level instruction for the past
seven years. Before acting as Program Lead, Nicki taught academic English for five years at an intensive English program
in St. Paul. nicki@lyndale.org

Lia Olson, PhD. has been an instructor for St. Paul Adult Education for over twenty years as well as an adjunct professor
at Hamline University for the past five. She has served as an instructional coach for the Office of Career, Technical and
Adult Education's Teaching Skills that Matter project. In addition to her twenty years of curriculum development
experience, she is the author of several ELL adult learning resources: What's Next? (New Readers Press, 2013), Bridging
ELLs to GED Prep (New Readers Press, 2017), and Future Advanced (Pearson ELT, 2020). lia.conklin@spps.org

Erin Parker is an intermediate level ABE Instructor in the Robbinsdale Adult Academic Program. She has been teaching
in ABE for 17 years. erin_parker@rdale.org

Kali Pelham grew up on the Oregon Coast but moved to the midwest after adventuring with my husband in Arizona and
India. My education includes cross-cultural studies, elementary and middle school education, and a master's degree in
teaching English as a second language (TESL). In my current role as an ABE ESL teacher, | draw on my previous
experiences working as a certified nursing assistant (CNA) in long-term care as | teach pre-CNA classes that integrate
English language instruction with job training. kali.pelham@isd47.org

Rob Podlasek has been involved in ABE for over 30 years as a volunteer, VISTA, volunteer coordinator and tutor trainer.
RPodlasek@literacymn.org

Susan Pittman is an experienced adult educator and nationally recognized trainer, specializing in providing professional
development for teachers who work with Adult Basic Education and GED® level students. She is the CEO of E-Learning
Connections, Inc, an educational consulting firm that she started in 2001. She works collaboratively with the GED Testing
Service® to design, develop, and deliver professional development with an emphasis on instructional strategies across
content areas. You may recognize Susan'’s voice from the GED® Tuesdays for Teachers webinars. Susan works with
programs at the local, state, and national level to address the instructional needs of both adult basic and adult secondary
teachers. Susan has a passion for working with adult learners and is committed to providing local programs & educators
with the resources that support student success. Susan lives and works in Brevard, NC.skptvs@gmail.com
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Liddy Rich, M.Ed,has been an educator since 1992. The first half of her teaching career was primarily with third and
fourth graders. She has worked in ABE for the past 13 years and currently teaches English, math, and STAR reading to
adult immigrants remotely with Harmony ABE in North St. Paul. Irich@isd622.org

Mya Shaftel has been teaching ESL since 2007. She has taught at the Intermediate, Beginning, and Pre-beginning
levels, and has written curriculum for low-level ESL, including a phonics workbook series. She currently teaches
Intermediate ESL in St. Paul. mshaftel@literacymn.org

Stephanie Sommers, M.Ed., has been working in the field of Adult Education since 1999. Currently, she works for
Minneapolis Adult Education as the adult diploma coordinator and writing curriculum team lead. She is also the ACES
Coordinator though ATLAS and a coach for the TSTM project. Stephanie.Sommers@mpls.k12.mn.us

Wendy Sweeney is the Manager for PANDA and a Licensed Psychologist. PANDA- Minnesota ABE Disability Specialists
is a Minnesota Adult Basic Education (ABE) Support Network provider for Minnesota Department of Education. She has
provided disability support services for ABE since 2007. She has presented workshops at local and statewide ABE
events. She specializes in mental health, ADHD and specific learning disorder topics. She also works for Innovative
Psychological Consultants providing mental health counseling and formal testing for specific learning disorders and
ADHD. wendy_sweeney@rdale.org

Amy Van Steenwyk has worked with English language learners in adult education and high school for over 20 years. She
currently works at Cedar Riverside Adult Ed as a beginning ESL instructor and volunteer coordinator.
amyvans@gmail.com

Laura Temali has taught mostly ESL to adults for 14 years with Saint Paul Public Schools ABE (Hubbs Center). She has
been teaching online classes with Google Meets since September, and with Zoom in the spring of 2020. Prior to that she
taught 3rd grade in St. Paul for 9 years. laura.temali@spps.org

John Trerotola is a social studies/ELA teacher in the Robbinsdale Adult Academic Program. He teaches GED, Adult
Diploma, and college preparatory students. He also has had work experiences in the advanced ELL classroom. In
addition to teaching, John participates in MDE sponsored ABE working groups and has presented/co-presented on
various topics regarding social studies curriculum/lesson planning, CCRS development and integration for the ELA
classroom, and implementation of the Minnesota Standard Adult Diploma. John holds a Minnesota Secondary Social
Studies Teaching License and has a B.A. and M.A. in history. john_trerotola@rdale.org

Linda Uscola transitioned to ABE-ESL where she teaches multi-leveled classes in Park Rapids, after teaching German
for many years in the K-12 system, She has been a co-presenter for CCRS ELA Foundations and a table coach for CCRS
Cohorts, besides presenting at Sl and various regionals. luscola@nwservice.org

Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt has been working with technology and online learning in ABE for over 15 years. She provides
training, technical support, and consultation to ABE practitioners on best practices in technology integration, digital
literacy, and distance learning. swbrandt@literacymn.org

Mariah Wika has been working in ABE for three years. Her enthusiasm for the field was sparked when she had the
opportunity to volunteer in an ESL classroom. Since then, she’s worked as an instructor, coordinated volunteers, and
joined Literacy Minnesota as Volunteer Outreach Coordinator in December, 2020. She believes that welcoming volunteers
into ABE is a powerful way to build community and learn collectively. She’s dedicated to working towards volunteerism
that’s anti-racist, trauma-informed, and responsive to community needs. mwika@literacymn.org

Christine Wytaske works for two ABE programs: Metro South ABE (ESL Lead/Coordinator) and Robbinsdale's Adult
Academic Program (ESL Instructor). Christine has worked in ABE for about 10 years and has taught a variety of classes
including STAR, Advanced-level ESL, and GED open lab. As the ESL Lead/Coordinator at Metro South ABE, she
supports the teachers with curricula, staff development, and other 'as needed' issues, including tech. Christine has
co-facilitated CCRS Foundations at Summer Institute and Language & Literacy Institute. Christine has also co-facilitated
the CCRS ELA Cohort. Christine holds a M.Ed in ESL from Hamline University in Saint Paul. cwytaske@isd271.org
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