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 Crossing Contexts- Adult ESL 
meets K-5 dyslexia education 
 

 Our Study Circle – what did we do 
exactly? 
 

 Findings – what did we learn? 
 

 Implications & Cautions 
 Wrap Up & Questions 

 
 
 



Unique to 
learners 

with 
reading 

disabilities 

Unique to 
low-literate 
adult ESL 
learners 

Seen in learners with 
reading disabilities AND 
also in low-literate adult 
ESL learners 
 



 How are our low-literacy adult ESL learners’ 
reading skills different from & similar to the skills 
of learners (typically native English speakers­) 
receiving dyslexia/reading disability 
interventions? 

 What knowledge and practices used in K-12 
dyslexia/reading disability instruction might 
have promise for the adult ESL teacher?  

 Of those practices identified as worthy of 
consideration for low-literacy adult ESL learners, 
how would they first need to be adapted for 
our context? 

 



Characteristics 
common to low-lit 
adult ESL 

•Unable to copy easily 

•Strained fine motor 

skills 

•Unable to easily 

differentiate symbols 

 

(Note:  These are NOT 

auditory processing 

issues.  These seem to 

be rooted in a lack of 

“school experience” 

and exposure to print). 



Characteristics 
common to 

those with 
reading 

disabilities 

•Interestingly, our group 

didn’t identify anything 

in our discussions that 

was unique to reading 

disabled learners, that 

is anything that didn’t 

ALSO appear in low-

literate adult ESL 

learners… 



Seen in learners with 
reading disabilities 
AND also in low-
literate adult ESL 
learners 
 



 Both types of learners struggle with reading in similar 

ways. 

 Dyslexia educators know how to break down English 

reading into small, teachable parts using engaging, 

systematic, multi-sensory instruction.  

 While ESL experts know a great deal about language 

development, many have not received specific 

training in reading instruction, particularly for 

emergent and struggling readers.  

 Why not tap into this  

rich source of literacy know-how? 



Exploring Connections: Low-literacy Adult 
ESL & Reading Disabilities Education 

 
What might 

we learn 

from 

dyslexia 

education? 



1. Setting the Scene 

2. Observation 1 of  
K-5 dyslexia-

education context, 
reading-focused 

instruction 

3. Guest speaker: 
Specialist in adult 
literacy & learning 

disabilities 

Outside Tasks: Posts to 

discussion board, 

readings on dyslexia & 

learning disabilities 

4.  Observation 2 of 
K-5 dyslexia-
education: 

CONTENT area 
instruction 

Outside Task: Try  
1-2 activities with 
adult ESL learners 

& report back 

5. Putting it all 
together 

Overview 

of Study 
Circle 

Meetings 



  





 



Video of level 1 ESL students matching housing vocabulary 

to first letter sound. 



 How do our students get a balanced 
literacy diet? 

 How are they getting these components 
throughout the week? 

 
 Mon

  

 

• Voc
abul
ary 

Tues 

 
• Phonics 

• Oral 
Skills 

Wed 

 

• Oral 
Skills 

• Phonics 

Thurs 

 

• Sight 
Words 

Fri 

 

• Co
mpr
ehe
nsio
n 



  

 Alphabetics 
(phonics & 
phonemic 
awareness) 
are just ONE 
small piece of 
a large larger 
puzzle of 
reading and 
reading 
instruction. 







Students listen, tap out words, and place letter tiles on an organizer. 







Students listen to a word from the teacher, tap out the 

sounds, then write on long strips. 



3. Number of 

Sounds or Words 

1. Capitalization 

4. Spelling 

5.  Makes Sense 

2. Punctuation 

Beginning Level Guide Advanced Level Guide 



Spelling list Copy Write 

us 

bus 

but 

tub 

sub 



         

_____________________________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 



 

Students are constantly moving between decoding and encoding,  

and handwriting practice is a multisensory task. 











 

 

Hmm… What 

might be 

useful for my 

classroom? 



What do we need 

to keep in mind 

when considering 
dyslexia-

education 

practices for the 
adult low-literate 

ESL classroom? 



 Content should be adult 
appropriate. 
 

 Pay attention to how 
your students react to 
activities.  Don’t push. 
 

 Connect the wholes and 
parts of literacy 
instruction. 
 

 Balance your role as a 
literacy AND a language 
instructor. 

   





  

Who might know 

more about ____ 

than I do, and how 

could we explore 

this together? 



Colleagues unraveling reading 
It’s all connected. 
  
Systematic chaos 
Reading, watching, tapping, learning 
  
Chunking, tapping, categorizing,  
breaking down whole 
 
Finding overlap 
Consulting expertise 
Practicing mindfulness 
  
Fingers, eyes and ears to words 

 



Jessica Jones 
Kristin Klas 

Kristin Perry 
Patsy Vinogradov 
 

Thank 
you! 


